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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-20. (Cancelled) 

[Claim 21}21. (Currently Amended) A vehicle in combination with a distributed microwave 
cooking system, comprising: 

a microwave cooking element located within the vehicle and accessible by a user of the 

vehicle; 

a microwave generator located within the vehicle and remotely spaced from the 
microwave cooking element; and 

a microwave conduit connecting the microwave generator to the microwave cooking 
element such that the microwaves generated by the microwave generator are directed to the 
microwave cooking element through the microwave conduit to cook an item with the microwave 
cooking element. 

[Claim 22]22. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 21, wherein the microwave 
conduit comprises a coaxial cable carrying the microwaves from the microwave generator to the 
cooking element 

[Claim 23]2 3. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 22, wherein the microwave 
conduit further comprises a waveguide connected to the output of the microwave generator and 
to one end of the coaxial cable to direct the microwaves from the microwave generator to the 
coaxial cable for distribution to the cooking element. 

[Claim 24] 24- (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 23, and further comprising 
multiple microwave cooking elements located in the vehicle. 
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[Claim 25]25. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 24, wherein the microwave 
conduit further comprises a switch attached to the other end of the coaxial cable, and the switch 
has multiple outputs to thereby switch the microwaves passing through the coaxial cable amongst 
the multiple outputs and the microwave conduit further comprises multiple feeder coaxial cables 
for connecting the switch outputs to the cooking elements to thereby distribute the microwaves 
from the microwave generator to the multiple cooking elements. 

[Claim 26]26. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 25, wherein there is a feeder 
coaxial cable for each of the cooking elements. 

[Claim 27]27, (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 24, wherein there are multiple 
coaxial cables and each coaxial cable connects a different cooking element to the waveguide. 

[Claim 28]28. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 27, wherein the waveguide 
comprises multiple channels and each channel corresponds to one of the coaxial cables. 

[Claim 29]29. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 21, wherein the vehicle 
comprises a passenger compartment and the microwave cooking element is located within the 
passenger compartment. 

[Claim 30]30. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 29, wherein the microwave 
generator is located within the passenger compartment. 

[Claim31]3j. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 29, wherein the vehicle 
comprises a storage area and the microwave generator is located in the storage area. 

[Claim 32]32. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 3 1 , wherein the vehicle 
comprises a trunk that defines the storage area. 
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[Claim 33]33. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 21, wherein the passenger 
compartment comprises a console having a selectively closeable cavity forming the cooking 
element. 

[Claim 34]34. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 33, wherein the passenger 
compartment comprises spaced front seats with the console is located between the spaced front 
seats. 

[Claim 3 5] 35. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 34, wherein the passenger 
compartment comprises a dash and a second cooking element is located in the dash and 
connected to the microwave generator by the microwave conduit. 

[Claim 36]36. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 35, wherein the dash comprises a 
glovebox defining a selectively closeable cavity forming the second cooking element. 

[Claim 371 37. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 21, wherein the cooking element 
comprises a housing having an open-top recess defining a cooking cavity sized to receive a cup, 
and a cover movabiy mounted to the housing for selectively closing the open-top cooking cavity 
with the cup positioned within the cavity, wherein the housing is located within the passenger 
compartment such that it is accessible by a user of the vehicle. 

[Claim 38]38. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 37, wherein the cooking cavity 
comprises a cup support on which the bottom of the cup will rest when the cup is placed within 
the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 39]39. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 38, wherein the microwave 
conduit comprises a coaxial cable having one end coupled to the microwave generator and an 
other end coupled to the cooking cavity to deliver the microwaves from the microwave generator 
to the cooking cavity. 



PACE 5/21 • RCVD AT 10/12/2005 3:40:25 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVR:llSPTO-EFXRF-6/27 ■ DNIS:273830O ■ C8ID:616 742 1010 ■ DURATION <mm-SS):07-56 



OCT-12-2005 15=51 



McGarry Bair PC 



616 742 1010 



P. 06/21 



Serial No. 10/708,533 
Filed: March 10, 2004 
Page 6 of 21 



Examiner: Philip H. Leung 
Group Art Unit: 3742 



[Claim 10]40. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 39, wherein the coaxial cable has 
an inner conductor with a portion that extends into the cooking cavity to form an antenna for 
transmitting the microwaves into the cooking cavity for direct contact with the cup. 

[Claim'11]lL (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 40, wherein the antenna is 
located beneath the cup support. 

[Claim 42]42. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 39, and further comprising a 
heating element located within cooking cavity, the heating element being made from a 
microwave lossy material and directly connected to the other end of the coaxial cable such that 
the microwaves heat the heating element to introduce heat into the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 43]43. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 42, wherein the heating element 
forms the cup support. 

[Claim 44)44. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 37, and further comprising a 
temperature sensor located in the cooking cavity for determining the temperature of the contents 
of the cup. 

[Claim 4534S. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 44, wherein the temperature 
sensor is an infrared sensor located on the cover such that the infrared sensor overlies the top of a 
cup positioned within the cooking cavity when the cover closes the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 46]16. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 44, wherein the temperature 
sensor is a temperature probe that extends into the open top of a cup positioned within the 
cooking cavity when the cover closes the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 4 7] 47. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 37, and further comprising a load 
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sensor for determining if a cup placed within the cooking cavity has a threshold volume of liquid. 

[Claim 48]48. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 47, wherein the load sensor is 
weight sensor that detects a threshold weight for the load. 

[Claim 19M£> (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 47, wherein the load sensor 
comprises an excess microwave sensor for detecting the microwaves not absorbed by the 
contents of the cup. 

[Claim 50]50. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 37, wherein the cover defines an 
open-bottom recess and the combination of the housing open-top recess and the cover open- 
bottom recess define the cooking cavity. 

[Claim51]51. (Currently Amended) A microwave cup wanner for a vehicle, comprising: 
a microwave cooking element for wanning the contents of a cup; 
a microwave generator located remotely from the microwave cooking element; and 
a microwave conduit connecting the microwave generator to the microwave cooking 

element such that the microwaves generated by the microwave generator are directed to the 

microwave cooking element through the microwave conduit to cook an item with the microwave 

cooking element. 

[Claim 52J52. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 5 1 , wherein the 
cooking element comprises a housing having an open-top recess defining a cooking cavity sized 
to receive a cup, and a cover movably mounted to the housing for selectively closing the open- 
top cooking cavity with the cup positioned within the cavity. 

[Claim 53353. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 52, wherein the 
cooking cavity comprises a cup support on which the bottom of the cup will rest when the cup is 
placed within the cooking cavity. 
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[Claim 5 4] 54. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup wanner of claim 53, wherein the 
microwave conduit comprises a coaxial cable having one end coupled to the microwave 
generator and an other end coupled to the cooking cavity to deliver the microwaves from the 
microwave generator to the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 55]55. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 54, wherein the 
coaxial cable has an inner conductor with a portion that extends into the cooking cavity to form 
an antenna for transmitting the microwaves into the cooking cavity for direct contact with the 
cup. 

[Claim 56]56. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 55, wherein the 
antenna is located beneath the cup support. 

[Claim 5 7] 57. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 56, and further 
comprising a heating element located within cooking cavity, the heating element being made 
from a microwave lossy material and directly connected to the other end of the coaxial cable such 
that the microwaves heat the heating element to introduce heat into the cooking cavity. 

[Claim 5 8] 58. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 57, wherein the 
heating element forms the cup support. 

[Claim 59]59. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 54, wherein the 
microwave conduit further comprises a waveguide having one portion connected to the 
microwave generator and another portion connected to the one end of the coaxial cable to couple 
the coaxial cable to the microwave generator. 

[Claim 60]60. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 59, wherein the 
coaxial cable has an inner conductor with a portion that extends into a channel formed in the 
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interior of the waveguide to permit the transmission of the microwaves from the microwave 
generator, through the waveguide, and into the inner conductor, 

[Claim61]6L (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 60, wherein the 
portion of the inner conductor extending into the waveguide is tapered. 

[Claim 62]62. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 61, wherein the 
portion of the inner conductor extending into the waveguide is spaced 1/4 of a wavelength of the 
microwaves upstream from an end of the waveguide. 

[Claim 63]63. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup wanner of claim 62, and further 
comprising an impedance tuner located within the channel upstream of the portion of the inner 
conductor extending into the waveguide. 

[Claim 64]64< (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 52, and further 
comprising a temperature sensor located in the cooking cavity for determining the temperature of 
the contents of the cup. 

[Claim 65]65. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 64, wherein the 
temperature sensor is an infrared sensor located on the cover such that the infrared sensor 
overlies the top of a cup positioned within the cooking cavity when the cover closes the cooking 
cavity. 

[Claim 66] 66. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 64, wherein the 
temperature sensor is a temperature probe that extends into the open top of a cup positioned 
within the cooking cavity when the cover closes the cooking cavity. 
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[Claim 67]67. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup wanner of claim 52, and further 
comprising a load sensor for determining if a cup placed within the cooking cavity has a 
threshold volume of liquid. 

[Claim 68]68. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 67, wherein the load 
sensor is weight sensor that detects a threshold weight for the load. 

[Claim 69]69. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 68, wherein the load 
sensor comprises an excess microwave sensor for detecting the microwaves not absorbed by the 
contents of the cup. 

[Claim 70J70. (Currently Amended) The microwave cup warmer of claim 52, wherein the cover 
defines an open-bottom recess and the combination of the housing open-top recess and the cover 
open-bottom recess define the cooking cavity. 
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